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Deciduous



Black Walnut (Juglans nigra)  

 
Mature Height: 50' to 75' 
 
Mature Width: 60'  
 
Hardiness zone: 4-9 
 
Growth: The Black Walnut has a well-formed trunk without low branches. This tree is 
highly prized as a wood product. Black Walnuts prefer deep, rich well drained, moist 
soils, they will tolerate but will grow slower in drier conditions. Black walnut prefers full 
sun, but will grow in partial. This tree may self-pollinate; however, you should plant two 
trees to ensure pollination. 
 
This species should not be planted near any other trees or plants as the 
chemical juglone, exuded from the roots, is very toxic to other plants. 
 
The trees bear nuts in 12-15 years. 
 
 

 
 
Black walnut nuts are shelled commercially in the United States. The nutmeats provide 
a robust, distinctive, natural flavor and crunch as a food ingredient. Popular uses 
include ice cream, baking and confection. 

Black walnut is highly prized for its dark-colored true heartwood. It is heavy and strong, 
yet easily split and worked. Walnut wood has historically been used for gunstocks, 
furniture, flooring, paddles, coffins, and a variety of other woodworking products.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Black_walnut
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Juglone
http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/5/54/Black_Walnut_middle.JPG


Shagbark Hickory (Carya ovata) 

 
Mature Height: 70-90’ 
 
Mature Width: 50-70’ 
 
Hardiness zone: 4-8 
 
Growth: The Shagbark Hickory is a great timber tree and shade tree. Best grown in 
humusy, rich, moist, well-drained loams in full sun to part shade. This tree needs a very 
large space within which to grow. It is difficult to transplant because of its deep taproot. 
Cross-pollination generally produces a more abundant crop of better quality nuts. Under 
good conditions it is a fast growing tree. When planted in the open it will develop a 
irregular oval shaped crown. Generally, they first bear fruit at about 10 years but do not 
produce fruit in abundance until 30 years. The bark is light gray, shaggy, as the name 
implies, and curls off in strips. 

Tool handles and athletic goods are made of hickory wood because it is strong and has 
a high shock resistance. It is light brown, flexible, and very hard. It is also used for 
interior finishing and fuel. Native Americans used Shagbark hickory as a treatment for 
rheumatism and other ills. 
 
Female flowers give way to edible oval-rounded nuts. Each nut is encased in a 
moderately thick husk which splits open in four sections when ripe in fall. Nuts were an 
important food source to Native Americans and early settlers, and are commercially sold 
today. Nuts are attractive to a variety of wildlife. 



Sugar Maple (Acer saccharum) 

                                                 

Mature Height: 60' - 75'  

Mature Width: 40' - 50'  

Hardiness Zone: 3 – 8 

Growth: This tree grows at a moderate to fast rate. The sugar maple tolerates shade, but 
grows best in full sun. This tree likes a well-drained, moderately moist, fertile soil. Do not 
plant in confined areas or where salt is a problem.  

                                         

The sugar maple tree is one of America's most loved trees. It is best known for its syrup. 

The wood of the sugar maple tree has always been highly valued for furniture because 
of its beauty, and for products ranging from flooring to bowling pins thanks to its extreme 
hardness. 



Red Oak (Quercus Rubra) 
 

  
 
 
Mature Height: 60-70’ 
 
Mature Width: 45’ 
 
Hardiness zone: 4-8 
 
Growth: The Red Oak is a great timber tree and shade tree. This tree does best in full 
sun. Under good conditions it is a fast growing tree. When planted in the open it will 
develop a rounded dense crown. Generally, they first bear fruit at about 20–25 years 
but do not produce acorns in abundance until 40-50 years. 
 
The northern red oak grows in acidic, loamy, moist, sandy, well-drained and clay soils. 
While it prefers normal moisture, the tree has some drought tolerance. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Quality red oak is of high value as lumber and veneer. Acorns from this tree are at the 
top of the food preference list for blue jays, wild turkeys, squirrels, small rodents, 
whitetail deer, raccoons and black bears. Deer also browse the buds and twigs in 
wintertime. 
 

 



 
 
 
 
 

Conifers



Balsam Fir (Abies balsamea) 

                                         

 

 

 

 

 

Mature Height: 40-75’ 

Mature Width: 15-25’ 

Hardiness Zone: 3 

Growth:  This tree prefers sun to partial shade. They grow best on moist, well-drained 
soils high in organic matter. These soils can range from silt loam to stony loam with a pH 
of 4 - 6.5. Growth occurs in whorls of branches surrounding an upright leader or terminal, 
making a symmetrical tree with a broad base and narrow top. 

 

Balsam fir is used primarily for Christmas trees and pulpwood, although some lumber is 
produced from it. The wood is lightweight, relatively soft, resistant to splitting, but not 
well suited for posts and poles due to rapid decay.  

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Abies_balsamea.jpg


Black Hills Spruce (Picea glauca var. densata) 
 

 

Mature Height: 30-60 

Mature Width: 15-25’ 

Hardiness Zone: 3-6 

Growth: These are large trees, dense & pyramidal. It is a naturally occurring variety of 
White Spruce. The tree has long stout branches from ground up with a denser growth 
form than other species. The root system is shallow, fibrous and wide spreading giving 
good use for farm windbreaks. Reaches its best growth on moist loams with a pH range 
from 4 to 7.5. Fairly drought resistant but needs moisture during droughts. Does best in 
full sun.  

 
 

This tree is browsed by mammals, a common nesting site for birds and it makes a good 
winter cover.  This tree is commonly used for Christmas trees. 

 
 



Colorado Blue Spruce (Picea pungens) 

 
Mature Height: 30-60 

Mature Width: 10-20’ 

Hardiness Zone: 2-7 

Growth: The Colorado blue spruce adapts well to many soils growing in acidic, loamy, 
moist, rich, sandy, well-drained and clay soils. It requires normal moisture with 
moderate tolerance to flooding and drought. Full sun is the ideal condition for this tree, 
meaning it should get at least 6 hours of direct, unfiltered sunlight each day. 
 

 
This tree is mainly planted for Christmas Trees, ornamentals and as windbreaks.



Concolor Fir (Abies concolor) 

 
Mature Height: 40-70’ 

Mature Width: 20-30’ 

Hardiness Zone: 3-7 

Growth: The concolor fir grows best in rich, medium moisture, slightly acidic, 
sandy/gravelly, well-drained soils in full sun to part shade. It requires normal moisture 
with moderate tolerance to flooding and drought. Full sun is the ideal condition for this 
tree, meaning it should get at least 6 hours of direct, unfiltered sunlight each day. 

 
Description: Flattened needles, silvery blue-green both above and below, 2 to 3 inches 
long, blunt at the tip, extending at right angles from the twig, often curving upwards. A 
citrus smell is present when the needle is broken. White bloom may be distributed 
evenly or may occur in distinct bands on both surfaces. This tree is mainly planted for 
Christmas Trees, ornamentals and as windbreaks. 
 
                             



 
Fraser fir (Abies fraseri) 
 
 

 
 
Mature Height: 30-50 

Mature Width: 10-20’ 

Hardiness Zone: 2-7 

Growth: A narrow, pyramidal tree with glossy, dark green needles. Fraser fir branches 
turn slightly upward, they have good form and needle-retention and they are dark blue-
green in color. In many respects, Fraser fir and balsam fir are quite similar, although 
their natural ranges do not overlap. These trees are not suited for hot, dry sites as they 
prefer moist, well-drained sites. 
 

 
 
 
 
These trees are typically planted for Christmas trees and ornamentals.



White Cedar (Thuja occidentalis) 
 

                                           
 
Mature Height: 40-50 

Mature Diameter: 12-24” 

Hardiness Zone: 3-6 

Growth: Leaves evergreen, scale-like, on main shoots, ¼" long with long points. Age 
can exceed 800 years, making it the oldest tree in the North Woods. White cedar grows 
in a humid climate, on a wide variety of organic soils and mineral soils but does not like 
extremely wet or dry soils. Wood resistant to decay. 

                

This tree provides great food and habitat for wildlife. This tree can be planted as an 
ornamental or in a forestry setting. White cedar is used for products that come in 
contact with water and soil, such as fence posts, shingles, paneling, and boats. Popular 
for log cabins because of good insulating qualities. Also used for kraft pulp and particle 
board.  

 



White Pine (Pinus strobus)  

 
  
Mature Height: 100’ 

Mature Width: 50-80’ 

Hardiness Zone: 2-6 

Growth: The white pine is distinguished by its commonly "windblown" or asymmetrical 
look; its large, long cones; and its five needles per cluster. This tree prefers well-
drained to poorly drained, sandy or clay soils, with a pH of 4.5 - 6.5 and a cool, humid 
climate. White pines prefer full sun to partial shade                            

 

White pines are desirable for Christmas trees, ornamentals, and reforestation. The 
white pine produces the most valuable softwood lumber in eastern North America and 
is used extensively for interior trim, window sashes, door frames and for intricate 
carpentry. 

http://www.madison-christmas-trees.com/images/christmas-trees/white-pine-big.jpg


 

 

 

Shrubs &  

Groundcovers



 

Blazing Star (Liatris spicata) 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Description: This plant is a herbaceous perennial. Typical growth is 2-5' tall spike of rayless 
rose purple closely set flowerheads in August-September. This plant prefers rich soil and full 
sun and the recommended hardiness zone is 4.  
 
This plant is tolerant of drought and clay soil. Blazing star produces bold purple flower stalks 
late in the season after other blazing stars are finished. This clump-forming plant has a 
delicate tuft of grass-like foliage at its base from which one or more stalks will grow. The 
leaves become sparse as they move up the rigid stems. The flowers are showy and good for 
cut arrangements and dried. A great plant for pollinators. 
 
Also known as: Dense Gayfeather, Marsh Blazingstar, Marsh Gayfeather 

 

 



Elderberry   (Sambucus Canadensis) 

 

    
 

Description: 5-12' multi-stemmed shrub.  
In mid-June it has white flowers and in mid-August it has purple fruit.  
 
Soils: Elderberry tolerates soils and roadside conditions. 
 
Zone: 4 

Use: Habitat/Food for Wildlife.  Leaves and inner bark can be used as an insecticide and a 
dye. Stems can be hollowed out and used for spouts, musical instruments, and toys. 

 

http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/0/0a/Wild-grapes-indiana.jpg
http://www.google.com/imgres?hl=en&sa=X&tbo=d&biw=1280&bih=581&tbm=isch&tbnid=gi1vuYFhLaRAUM:&imgrefurl=http://www.missouriplants.com/Whiteopp/Sambucus_canadensis_page.html&docid=Cfu9Fl8be-ORFM&imgurl=http://www.missouriplants.com/Whiteopp/Sambucus_canadensis_plant.jpg&w=535&h=568&ei=Mx74UPf-FYS90AH1q4GwCA&zoom=1&iact=hc&vpx=79&vpy=175&dur=3641&hovh=231&hovw=218&tx=139&ty=165&sig=112308638282873051140&page=1&tbnh=148&tbnw=138&start=0&ndsp=20&ved=1t:429,r:8,s:0,i:109


Fountain Grass 

 
Description: This is an ornamental grass that is 1-3' upright-open, mound forming 
plant. This plant is recommended for a hardiness zone of 3. This plant does well as a 
transition grass between formal and natural areas. Fountain Grass flowers July through 
the fall, with its color changing from a whitish purple to coppery purple, which will 
persist into winter. It prefers full sun to very light shade. Fountain grass does well in any 
fertile, moist wet or well-drained soil. It is also great for erosion control. 

Hosta ventricosa 

 

Description: The hosta ventricosa has a green leaf color, and a funnel-shaped, lavender 
flower that appears in July. The plant is 22" high, and is a spreading plant. Hosta will 
tolerate sun, but grows best in partial sun or shade in well-drained soils. This plant has an 
extensive root system, which makes it excellent for erosion control. It is also disease 
resistant. This plant is recommended for a hardiness zone of 3. 



Common Lilac (Syringa vulgaris) 

 
Description: The lilac is a medium to large hardy shrub with stout, spreading branches 
developing a somewhat oval to irregularly rounded crown. This shrub spreads by suckering. 
Lilac produces showy, purple fragrant flowers in mid-May. This shrub is drought tolerant and 
does not withstand ponding. It prefers full sun but will grow in partial sun. This plant is 
recommended for a hardiness zone of 3. 
 

 

The lilac is used in conservation windbreaks and occasionally used in field windbreaks. The 
lilac is a very popular ornamental plant in gardens and parks because of its attractive, sweet-
smelling flowers. Another great option for pollinators. 

 

 



Red Crimson Rhubarb 
 

  
 
The Pie Plant! Red Stalks, Plant EARLY Spring. This variety is considered by some to be the 
best flavored rhubarb available with a perfect sweet, tart combination that makes rhubarb so 
appealing. The stalks will grow about two feet tall and produce good yields of fleshy stalks 
that are not stringy. Crimson Red shows good weather hardiness and is adaptable to many 
soil types and growing conditions. 
 
Rhubarb which is actually not a fruit but a vegetable seems almost to grow by itself. A very 
winter hardy plant, surviving temperatures to -20 F.  Once established it can grow for many 
years, 20 or more. Rhubarb roots are high in starch like a potato and are cut, or divided, 
leaving open wounds that can easily decay if there are high levels of compost organism in 
your soil. The ideal soil should have a very low compost of organic materials as the crown 
can easily rot. Rhubarb prefers cool, moist summers with daytime temperatures that do not 
exceed 90 F and winter temperatures below 40 F are required to break dormancy and 
stimulate spring growth. 
 
Planting should be done in the early spring. Set rows 5 to 6 feet apart, and in the rows, plant 
3 feet apart in shallow furrows so crown will be above the surface production. When properly 
planted at least 1/4 to 1/3 of the crown surface should be above ground level. If the bud 
itself is below the soil line it may rot off and fail to grow. A shallowly planted crown will often 
grow and a crown planted below the surface almost certainly will not. DO NOT bury the 
crown under the soil. YOU MUST leave the black crown with the white buds above the soil 
level as this is the flower of the rhubarb and as with all flowers will rot underground. For the 
first two years rhubarb should be harvested only sparingly, taking just a few stalks at a time 
and only for a few weeks in early part of the season. Once the plant reaches its third 
growing season, pick the now mature plants at your pleasure. As spring progresses, many 
gardeners will notice clusters of flower buds arising on hollow stalks. Flowering and 
subsequent seed production take much of the food reserves of the plant away from edible 
stalks production, so it is best to remove the flower stalks as soon as they appear. This 
unwanted flowering is called "bolting". 



White Flowering Dogwood (Cornus florida) 
 

  
 
Description: This species does best in partial shade; moist, well-drained soils. This species 
has a slow to moderate growth rate. A small tree with a short trunk that branches low, 
producing a slightly rounded to flat-topped crown. The maximum height that the trees will 
reach is 15-20’.  Branches are opposite, and assume a "candelabra" appearance. The bark is 
gray and smooth when young, turning very scaly to finely blocky. 
 
The white flowering dogwood is native to northern New York, but the recommended 
hardiness zones are 5-9.



 
 
 
 
 

Fruit



McIntosh Apple (Malus domestica ‘McIntosh’) 

 

The McIntosh apple is a small- to medium-sized round fruit with a short stem. It has a 
red and green skin that is thick, tender, and easy to peel. Its white flesh is sometime 
tinged with green or pink and is juicy, tender, and firm, soon becoming soft. The flesh 
is easily bruised. This is considered an all-purpose apple, suitable both for cooking and 
eating raw. Apples usually ripen in late September. The fruit grows best in cool areas 
where nights are cold and autumn days are clear; otherwise, it suffers from poor color 
and soft flesh, and tends to fall from the tree before harvest. It stores for two to three 
months in air, but is prone to scald, flesh softening, chilling sensitivity. 

The McIntosh will grow to 25 feet and spread an equal distance and it would do well as 
a stand-alone accent in the yard or planted with some small shrubs for definition.  Its 
low canopy makes it ideal for planting under power lines or other such troublesome 
locations. 

It needs full sun for optimal growth and you can increase your fall yield if you plant 
another variety close by to aid in pollination. Most apple varieties do not pollinate 
themselves or any flowers of the same apple variety; this requires planting at least two 
different apple tree varieties close to one another so that the bees can pollinate. 
  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Apple_scald


Cortland Apple (Malus ‘Cortland’) 
 
 

  

The Cortland Apple Tree (Malus 'Cortland') is a cross between a McIntosh and Ben 
Davis Apple with the best qualities of both. It is one of the very few apple trees that are 
self pollinating. 

Your Cortland Apple Tree will bloom mid season with a dazzling show of pink buds and 
snowy white blossoms. It’s a beautiful display, and a sign of the delicious apples to 
follow. 

The Cortland Apple Tree fruits annually. Its harvest is heavier than most apples, and 
the apples are ready to harvest in September and October, just in time for a warm 
apple pie on a cool, crisp fall day. 
 
Cortland trees prefer well-drained loamy soils with a pH of 6-7. Cortland apples are 
large, red, tart and crisp apples. The white flesh of the fruit won’t turn brown! This 
productive tree bears gorgeous ruby red apples with a snowy center that won’t brown 
in salads. Also perfect for pies and cider. Cold-hardy. Ripens in mid September. 
 
The recommended hardiness zone is 4-6. 
 



 

Bristol (Black Raspberries) 

This all-purpose fruit is large, firm and gorgeous. Vigorous, upright canes do not require 
staking. Cold-tolerant. Ripens in July. Self-pollinating. Bristol’s upright growth and cluster 
formation make its berries extremely easy to pick. Firm berries can be handled without 
bleeding. Bristol shows tolerance to powdery mildew. 

Black raspberries have an unusual flavor that many people like. Their root system does 
not spread as much, tending to remain where it was originally planted. 

Planting site should receive full sun and have good air drainage. Brambles should not be 
grown in an area in which tomatoes, potatoes, eggplant, peppers or other crops 
susceptible to Verticillium wilt have been grown in the past 3-4 years. To avoid getting 
diseases from wild brambles, all wild brambles within 600 feet of your planting should be 
removed. Heavy or poorly drained soil should be avoided as bramble roots cannot tolerate 
a water saturated soil condition. 

Nova (Raspberry) 

Red, summer bearing, mid season berry. This plant is great for cold climates, vigorous and 
high yielding plants. Excellent taste. A medium sized, firm, bright red berry. Try these 
where cold temperatures are a problem. Zone 3-8 Raspberries do not like wet feet.  Make 
sure you plant in an area that is well drained or make a raised bed. 

Canes are vigorous and grow upright with light spines. This variety produces fruit on 2 yr 
old canes.  The canes that bear fruit will die and must be pruned down to the ground each 
year.  If not, you will have old non-producing canes mixed with 2 year old fruiting canes 
as well as 1 year new growth.  Therefore, it is important to maintain a pruning 
schedule.  If this sounds like too much work, try the Fall Bearing or Primocane Fruiting 
varieties instead!  You cut everything to the ground once a year. 

Patriot (Highbush Blueberry) 

The Patriot ripens early. The berries are large in size. This variety is very winter hardy. 
Quarter-size berries! This variety is big and bountiful — the largest early-season blueberry. 
The fruit has an outstanding flavor fresh, baked, and in preserves. Freezes well too! 
Tolerates moisture, including clay type soils. Ideal pH 4.5-5.5. As a landscape bonus, the 
plant features snowy blossoms in early summer and stunning orange leaves in fall. 
Introduced in 1976. Disease-resistant to root rot. Cold-hardy. Ripens in June. Self-
pollinating, but will yield larger crops if you plant two or more. 

Bonus (Highbush Blueberry) 

From Michigan State University, a mid-late new variety with very good hardiness and very 
good productivity. Berries are the largest on the market and generally the size of a quarter 
to half dollar. Zone 3-7 



Tribute (Ever Bearing Strawberry) 

The Tribute's medium to large, firm fruit has made it the most popular of the eastern day-
neutral varieties. It is one of the most successful varieties in commercial plantings. During 
the first year, Tribute will peak in September and the next year will bring forth a heavy 
spring crop. It is resistant to both red stele and verticillium wilt. Hardiness Zones 4-8. 

Honeoye (June Bearing Strawberry) 

Fantastic Yielder! This berry is a large fruit with a beautiful red color. It is firm, red clear 
through and is great for pies. A good fresh shipper and very winter hardy. Currently, the 
most popular PYO variety in the Midwest and Northeast. It's the leading producer in 
holding its size during the long harvest season. The Honeoye is best flavored when 
allowed to grow in lighter soils. Due to flavor considerations and lack of disease 
resistance, it is best to keep this variety on lighter soils or in raised beds. Hardiness Zones 
3-8 


	Nova (Raspberry)

